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WSRE Presents La Fille du Régiment
Features Opera’s Finest Performers
Pensacola, Fla. —It’s the kind of pairing bel canto lovers live for: Juan Diego Flórez is back and, yes, Natalie Dessay has got him. The brilliant French coloratura soprano and the astonishing tenor from Peru make early-19th-century opera magic in Donizetti’s rollicking “La Fille du Régiment” (Daughter of the Regiment) on GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET, airing on June 29 at 12:00 p.m. on WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast. Broadcast in high definition, the composer’s first French-language opera offers a delightful soufflé of humor, melody and some of the vocal art’s most notorious challenges. Needless to say, Dessay and Flórez, under the baton of Marco Armiliato, score on all counts.
Co-starring are redoubtable British mezzo-soprano Felicity Palmer as Marie’s “aunt,” the Marquise of Berkenfield, who tries, unsuccessfully, to turn her into a lady, and Italian buffo, bass Alessandro Corbelli, as the regiment’s Sergeant Sulpice. Tony Award-winner Marian Seldes is the imperious Duchess of Krakenthorp. 

Much of the excitement from Donizetti’s score — first heard at the work’s 1840 Paris premiere — comes from its martial tunes. “Rataplan, rataplan” is sung by the French troops, while Marie salutes her regiment with the stirring “Ah, chachun le pait, chachun le dit.” Other highlights include Marie’s farewell to her regiment, “Il faut partir,” and Marie and Tonio’s playful love duet, “De cet aveu si tendre.” 

The final HD telecast to air in GREAT PERFORMANCES AT THE MET’s 2008 season, “La Fille du Régiment,” with a libretto by Jules-Henri Vernoy de Saint-Georges and Jean-Francois-Alfred Bayard, is sung in French with English subtitles.
Don’t miss this inspiring performance by opera’s greatest performers.  Both Flórez and Dessay have been celebrated for their incredible presentations.
 

WSRE, Viewer Supported PBS for the Gulf Coast — is a service of Pensacola Junior College and has been helping the community “Be more connected” for over 40 years by encouraging our viewers to engage more deeply in the world around them. Through quality programming and educational outreach services, WSRE can help you “Be More educated, informed and entertained.” WSRE is viewer supported public television. More information about WSRE is available at wsre.org <http://www.wsre.org>.
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