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Panel of Experts Discuss Oil Spill’s Impact on Gulf Coast 
WSRE Airs Special “Connecting the Community” LIVE Thursday at 7PM

Pensacola, Fla. — WSRE, Viewer Supported PBS for the Gulf Coast, will air a special live episode of “Connecting the Community” on Thursday, May 6, 7-8 p.m., as a panel of experts discuss the Gulf Coast Oil Spill and its impact on our area. This special episode of “Connecting the Community – Oil Spill on the Gulf Coast”, hosted by Lloyd Patterson, will provide citizens the opportunity to hear directly from people involved in the management of the Gulf Coast Oil Spill – an evolving environmental and economic crisis. Immediately following this special “Connecting the Community”, WSRE will re-air its award-winning documentary “Gulf Islands National Seashore – The Treasure of the Gulf Coast” at 8 p.m.

Guests confirmed to appear at this time include Hope Lanier from BP American Inc.; Okaloosa County State Representative Matt Gaetz; Escambia County Commission Chair & District 4 Commissioner Grover Robinson IV; Matt Mooneyham, Director of Development Services for the Santa Rosa Island Authority; Brunie Emmanuel, Chairman of Programs and Services for BRACE; Santa Rosa County Commission Chair and District 4 Commissioner Gordon Goodin; and a spokesperson from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. (Guests are subject to change as the response to the oil crisis develops.)

Viewers will hear directly from those involved in the management of this crisis, what is being done to prepare and protect our shorelines, and how every citizen can help. Viewers can submit questions now for the panelists to address by visiting wsre.org/OilSpill and click “Submit Your Questions”. The audio portion of tonight’s program will be simulcast on NewsRadio 1620AM.

WSRE is available over the air on digital channel 23-1, on cable channel 8 in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties, cable channel 9 in Okaloosa County, and channel 23 on Dish Network, DirecTV, and U-Verse.

About WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast
WSRE is a PBS member station that is locally owned and licensed to the Pensacola Junior College Board of Trustees operating as a service of Pensacola Junior College. The public broadcasting station has been serving the needs of the Gulf Coast community through programming, educational services and outreach since 1967. WSRE produces, acquires and distributes programs that address local interests and reflect the diverse cultural, political, geographic and demographic characteristics of its audience. The Educational Services unit for WSRE serves as the connection to teachers, parents, caregivers and children to extend the rich resources found in public television. For more information about WSRE, its services, programs or available resources, visit wsre.org.
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