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Innisfree Hotel Founder Julian MacQueen Guests
Friday on “Conversations with Jeff Weeks”

Pensacola, Fla. — This Friday at 9 p.m. on WSRE, “Conversations with Jeff Weeks” welcomes Innisfree hotel founder, chairman and CEO Julian MacQueen. On the corporate fast track in the hospitality industry, MacQueen walked away to start his own company. Later, he would go on to build and manage some of the most prized hotel properties on the Gulf Coast under the Innisfree umbrella. While the challenging economy has others just trying to hold on, MacQueen is in an all out building mode. Unlike most, he views the economic slowdown as an opportunity to expand his hospitality portfolio. Not limiting himself to the hospitality industry, he tells why he has become a large investor in a cutting edge medical technology company. For anyone who owns their own business or has the desire to, this is a must watch interview as MacQueen’s optimism and passion for his business is contagious. “Conversations with Jeff Weeks” is a half-hour, weekly series that is “personality-driven,” featuring in-depth discussions with unique individuals and leading newsmakers from all walks of life. The program airs every Friday night at 9 p.m. on WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast.

Having spent more than 30 years in the hospitality industry, Innisfree founder, chairman and CEO Julian MacQueen has an extensive management background in hotel operations and development. Before forming Innisfree Hotels in 1985, he served as executive vice president of Family Inns of America, a regional chain of 27 motels. While there, he developed and constructed six properties and created a national sales and reservation system. After leaving to start his own company, MacQueen has remained an active participant in the success of the Innisfree hotel portfolio due largely to his hands-on approach, commitment to quality, and the loyalty and experience of his employees. He is a graduate of the University of South Alabama.

Other upcoming guests include: Larry Butler, Jim Morris “The Rookie,” Pam Bilbrey, Mark Whitacre “The Informant,” and Dr. Gaylon McCollough.

About WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast
WSRE is a PBS member station that is locally owned and operated by Pensacola Junior College. The public broadcasting station has been serving the needs of the Gulf Coast community through programming, educational services and outreach since 1967. WSRE produces, acquires and distributes programs that address local interests and reflect the diverse cultural, political, geographic and demographic characteristics of its audience. The Educational Services unit for WSRE serves as the connection to teachers, parents, caregivers and children to extend the rich resources found in public television. For more information about WSRE, it services, programs or available resources, visit wsre.org.
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