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Mark Whitacre, “The Informant,” Guests This
Friday on “Conversations with Jeff Weeks”
Pensacola, Fla. — This Friday at 9 p.m. on WSRE, “Conversations with Jeff Weeks” welcomes the “real informant,” Mark Whitacre as he sits down for a very honest and open interview. His story has been turned into a movie starring Matt Damon — “The Informant.” From blowing the whistle on one of the biggest price fixing scandals in history to embezzling over nine million dollars, Mark Whitacre’s life seems almost like fiction. Mark gives a detailed account of how he worked with the FBI to expose ADM’s price fixing activities, while at the same time embezzling money from ADM for himself. After paying his debt to society, Whitacre is now making the most of his second chance. The supervising FBI agent on the case has called Whitacre a hero, others say he has not received the credit he deserves for his role in exposing ADM — an action that ultimately led to saving consumers billions. Whitacre is extremely candid and detailed about his fascinating story. “Conversations with Jeff Weeks” is a half-hour, weekly series that is “personality-driven,” featuring in-depth discussions with unique individuals and leading newsmakers from all walks of life. The program airs every Friday night at 9 p.m. on WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast with a repeat the following Sunday mornings at 10 a.m.
Best known publicly for his whistleblower role in the ADM price fixing case, Mark Whitacre, is well-known in the biotechnology industry with almost two decades of top management experience. Most of his top management experience was obtained at Fortune 500 companies prior to leading entrepreneurial companies. Much of Dr. Whitacre's career has been in the area of biotechnology and microbial fermentation. His experience is international in scope having lived several years in Europe for an international company. He was also responsible for S.E. Asia for two large international companies. Dr. Whitacre earned a Ph.D. in Nutritional Biochemistry from Cornell University and holds B.S. and Master's degrees from the Ohio State University. He is currently COO & President of Operations of Cypress Systems, Inc., a Fresno, California biotechnology company.

Other upcoming guests include: Bobby Allison, NASCAR Champion
About WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast
WSRE is a PBS member station that is locally owned and licensed to the Pensacola Junior College Board of Trustees operating as a service of Pensacola Junior College. The public broadcasting station has been serving the needs of the Gulf Coast community through programming, educational services and outreach since 1967. WSRE produces, acquires and distributes programs that address local interests and reflect the diverse cultural, political, geographic and demographic characteristics of its audience. The Educational Services unit for WSRE serves as the connection to teachers, parents, caregivers and children to extend the rich resources found in public television. For more information about WSRE, it services, programs or available resources, visit wsre.org.
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