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WSRE’s StudioAmped Concert Series Features Gwen McCrae
— Free Concerts, Original Music, Every Friday —
Pensacola, Fla. — R&B recording artist Gwen McCrae and Blue Daze will be the featured performers at WSRE’s next StudioAmped concert series, this Friday, January 22. The youngest of five children, Gwen grew up singing in her Pentecostal church and later discovered secular singers like Sam Cooke and Aretha Franklin. As a teenager, she began performing in local clubs and sang with local groups like the Lafayettes and the Independents. Her first major hit came in 1975 with "Rockin' Chair", which became a #1 R&B hit and also reached the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 Top 10. Her style and voice have been compared with the likes of Aretha Franklin, Gladys Knight and Patti LaBelle — earthy and sensual with an alluring hint of vulnerability.
If you like good, original music and are looking for something fun and free to do on Friday nights, StudioAmped, presented by GoPensacola.com, is the place to be. With a wide variety of musical genres such as rhythm & blues, rock, western swing, indie and country, the series will appeal to music-lovers of all ages. All concerts will last approximately 90 minutes. Each of the eight concerts will be made into a one-hour TV program and air on WSRE Thursdays starting April 8, 2010, from 9-10 p.m. with a repeat the following Wednesdays from 10-11 p.m. For those that can’t make it to the concerts, TK101 will be streaming them live on their website at www.tk101.com.
WHAT: StudioAmped is an eight-week concert series, produced by local PBS TV station WSRE, featuring regional bands performing original material. 
WHEN: Every Friday night from January 15-March 5, 2010. Doors open at 6 p.m. Concerts start at 7 p.m.
COST: Free and open to the public.
WHERE: WSRE Jean & Paul Amos Performance Studio on PJC’s Pensacola campus (corner of 12th Ave. and College Blvd.)
BONUS: Free pizza, soft drinks and energy drinks will be provided before each of the concerts. Free one-time passes to Seville Quarter for all 18+ attendees.
Band Lineup:

January 15 — Wave
January 22 — Gwen McCrae and Blue Daze
January 29 — The Modern Eldorados
February 5 — Jeremy Gibson Band
February 12 — The Gills
February 19 — Ghostown Phantoms
February 26 — Civilized Natives

March 5 — The Smart Brothers
StudioAmped is presented by GoPensacola.com and sponsored by: Weekend Liberty, TK101, Kipling Records Inc., Bad Ass Coffee, Lemox Book Co. Inc., Cordova Lanes, Sprint | Nextel, Truly Spokin’, Seville Quarter and PJC Student Leadership & Activities.
For more information on the StudioAmped concert series, visit wsre.org/StudioAmped.

About WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast
WSRE is a PBS member station that is locally owned and licensed to the Pensacola Junior College Board of Trustees operating as a service of Pensacola Junior College. The public broadcasting station has been serving the needs of the Gulf Coast community through programming, educational services and outreach since 1967. WSRE produces, acquires and distributes programs that address local interests and reflect the diverse cultural, political, geographic and demographic characteristics of its audience. The Educational Services unit for WSRE serves as the connection to teachers, parents, caregivers and children to extend the rich resources found in public television. For more information about WSRE, it services, programs or available resources, visit wsre.org.
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