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National PBS Program HISTORY DETECTIVES 
Features Pensacola Naval Aviation Museum Mystery Propeller on July 19 Episode
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Pensacola, Fla. — The July 19 episode of the popular PBS series HISTORY DETECTIVES features a mysterious propeller currently displayed at the Pensacola National Naval Aviation Museum. HISTORY DETECTIVES host Elyse Luray followed clues to Pensacola to investigate a 1940s propeller found along a rural airstrip in Illinois. While visiting Pensacola in March, Elyse interviewed Hill Goodspeed, curator of the Pensacola National Naval Aviation Museum, and Bob Bothfield who served as an engineer in World War II, searching for answers to place this propeller in its proper historical context. 
HISTORY DETECTIVES airs Tuesdays at 7 p.m. on WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast.


Here are more details about the investigation:

DRONE PROPELLER
Working beside a rural airstrip, an Illinois man dug up an intriguing find:  an eight-foot long wooden airplane propeller. A little research online made him believe that his propeller might be from a TDR-1 plane, a pioneering U.S. assault drone plane from World War II. Various websites say the TDR-1 planes were the first drones, the prototype of the unmanned assault planes used today in Afghanistan and Iraq. The propeller is currently on display at the Pensacola National Naval Aviation Museum. HISTORY DETECTIVES host Elyse Luray investigates whether this propeller is an important piece of American military history or whether it simply fell off a local prop plane.

About HISTORY DETECTIVES 

HISTORY DETECTIVES is a popular PBS series where history investigators crisscross the country, delving into legends, folklore and personal histories to discover potentially extraordinary objects in everyday American homes, cities and small towns. Lion Television and Oregon Public Broadcasting co-produce the series. Find out more about the series at http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives. 
About WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast

WSRE is a PBS member station that is locally owned and licensed to the Pensacola State College Board of Trustees operating as a service of Pensacola State College. The public broadcasting station has been serving the needs of the Gulf Coast community through programming, educational services and outreach since 1967. WSRE produces, acquires and distributes programs that address local interests and reflect the diverse cultural, political, geographic and demographic characteristics of its audience. The Educational Services unit for WSRE serves as the connection to teachers, parents, caregivers and children to extend the rich resources found in public television. For more information about WSRE, its services, programs or available resources, visit wsre.org.

####
Media Note: For graphics, pictures, and other associated press releases visit WSRE's Pressroom at http://www.wsre.org/pressroom.

Investigating the story behind a mysterious propeller, HISTORY DETECTIVES host Elyse Luray talks with Bob Bothfield who worked on a top-secret assault drone program during World War II.       
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