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Fifth Annual “Scoop’s Reading Challenge” Registration Begins

Pensacola, Fla. — The Pensacola Pelicans and WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast, are partnering for the fifth year as hosts of “Scoop’s Reading Challenge,” a free, incentive-based literacy initiative for K-8 schools in Escambia, Santa Rosa and Okaloosa counties. Teachers can register their class by visiting www.pensacolapelicans.com. Deadline for registration is February 11, 2009. 

The first three schools from each county to register with participation in each grade level will receive a special visit from Pelicans’ mascot, Scoop, and WSRE’s mascots, the WSRE Kids. Three “All-Star Readers” from each participating classroom will receive free Pelicans Kids Club memberships.

Students participating in the program have the opportunity to earn tickets to a Pensacola Pelicans baseball game, in addition to cool prizes just for stepping up to the plate. The program is set up on a “base” system. For each reading goal a student achieves, they will advance to the next base, thus earning them a ticket voucher for a Pelicans baseball game. 


Educators who have previously participated in “Scoop’s Reading Challenge” strongly endorse the program. Sally Costa, third grade teacher at Hellen Caro Elementary, believes the literacy initiative motivates her students and offers a fun and unique way to engage them in continuous, post – FCAT reading. “I have participated in Scoop's Reading Challenge since the first year it was introduced,” says Costa. “I am amazed at the excitement this program brings to the students. They can't wait to earn their points!  When they get the free tickets to a game, their smiles really brighten.” Last year, 522 teachers from 54 schools representing nearly 10,000 students in both Escambia and Santa Rosa counties participated in the initiative earning nearly 17,000 award tickets.

For more information on the program or to register, please contact the Pelicans office at (850) 934-8444 or visit www.pensacolapelicans.com or www.wsre.org.

About WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast

WSRE is a PBS member station that is locally owned and operated by Pensacola Junior College. The public broadcasting station has been serving the needs of the Gulf Coast community through programming, educational services and outreach since 1967. WSRE produces, acquires and distributes programs that address local interests and reflect the diverse cultural, political, geographic and demographic characteristics of its audience. The Educational Services unit for WSRE serves as the connection to teachers, parents, caregivers and children to extend the rich resources found in public television. For more information about WSRE, its services, programs or available resources, visit www.wsre.org.

####

Media Note: For graphics, pictures, and other associated press releases visit WSRE's Pressroom at http://www.wsre.org/pressroom.
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