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Bird Brains and Smart Bridges, Celestial Mysteries and Robotic Helping Hands on the Next NOVA scienceNOW
Pensacola, Fla. — Bird brains get new respect, the northern lights get less mysterious, bridges get smarter and a budding tennis champion gets inspired to give up rackets for robots—all on the next episode of NOVA scienceNOW, airing Wednesday, July 16 at 8 p.m. WSRE, PBS for the Gulf Coast. 

This summer’s fourth foray into fascinating realms of science and technology takes viewers from the inner space of a bird’s head, where songs emerge through a process not unlike language production in humans, to the outer space that envelopes Earth in a ghostly gale of space “weather.” 

Also in store are the latest on what engineers are doing to prevent another disaster like last summer’s Mississippi River bridge collapse in Minneapolis, and a profile of MacArthur “genius” grant recipient Yoky Matsuoka. Once a teenage contender on the world tennis circuit, Matsuoka is now doing something else with circuits—designing robots to help the disabled.

WSRE, Viewer Supported PBS for the Gulf Coast, is a service of the Pensacola Junior College and has been helping the community “Be more connected” for over 40 years by encouraging our viewers to engage more deeply in the world around them. Through quality programming and educational outreach services, WSRE can help you “Be more educated, informed, and entertained.” WSRE is viewer supported public television. More information about WSRE is available at wsre.org <http://www.wsre.org>.
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